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SECTION 1 

 

Community Profiles 

 

County Profile 

 

Early records indicate that the Spanish explorer Hernando DeSoto visited the New Madrid County area 

in 1540. The first settlement in the county was founded in 1783 at the present site of New Madrid by 

Joseph and Francios Le Sieur. These Canadian Frenchmen were hunters and fur traders who 

established an outpost for the purpose of trading with the Indians. Transportation was especially 

difficult for those early pioneers who settled inland from the Mississippi River. In 1789, a road called 

the Kings Highway was built from Ste. Genevieve to New Madrid. 

 

In 1789, Colonel George Morgan, a former Revolutionary War officer, attempted to establish New 

Madrid as the Spanish capital for the New World. Morgan formulated a grand plan for the 

development of New Madrid, and he widely advertised his scheme. Factors including the diminution of 

his land grant, the death of his brother, and Morgan's subsequent inheritance and opposition by the 

Spanish Governor in New Orleans caused Morgan to lose interest in the venture. He never returned to 

New Madrid. 

 

From 1795 to 1815, the area know as New Madrid District included all of the Southeastern Missouri 

lowland and most of the northern part of Arkansas. New Madrid was organized as a county in 1812.  

When Missouri was admitted to the Union in 1821, the counties of Dunklin, Mississippi, Pemiscot, 

Scott, and Stoddard were a part of New Madrid County. 

 

On December 16, 1811, the area was shaken by the first of a series of violent quakes. The earth seemed 

to rise and fall like ocean waves. Landslides swept down into the Mississippi River and areas were 

pushed up and still larger areas sank. Boats on the river were demolished by huge waves and thousands 

of trees were swept into the river. New Madrid, the county seat of New Madrid County, was 

incorporated in 1808. Most of the other towns in the county were started during the period between  
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1880 and 1907.  Logging and sawmill operations along with the railroads, resulted in the establishment 

of new communities within the county. By 1922, most of the timber had been cut and the Little River 

Drainage District was organized. Due to the efforts of the drainage district, large areas of swampland 

was drained and converted to farm land. Today, New Madrid County is one of the state’s most 

productive agricultural counties.  

 

New Madrid County Population  

 

TABLE 1 

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008 

31,350 23,420 22,945 20,928 19760 17,589 

 

Total Persons ---- 17,589 

Urban Population --- 6,684 

In Urban Clusters --- N/A 

Rural Population --- 10,905 

Persons on Farms --- 429 operators 

Persons Per Square Mile (628 square miles) --- 29.1  

Source: 2000 U. S. Census and Mo. Dept of Economic Development    

 

New Madrid County's population increased steadily from 1900 (11,280) until it peaked in 1940 at 

39,787. Almost all employment was in agriculture or a related activity. As farming became less labor 

intensive and became mechanized, the county's population began a steady decline (see table 1) that 

continues to this date. Today, most of the county's population resides in one of the fourteen small 

communities ranging in population from 50 to 3,500. 

 

Geography and Climate   

 

The county is located in the extreme southeastern part of Missouri. The Mississippi River forms parts 

of the eastern and southern boundaries. Stoddard, Scott, and Mississippi counties border on the north  
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and west, with Dunklin and Pemiscot counties lying to the west and south. 

 Climate 

According to the National Weather Service Station at Cairo, Illinois, temperatures range from an 

average high of 89 in July to an average low of 24 in January. Rainfall averages over 4 inches monthly, 

while snowfall averages around 3 inches. Wind speeds average 10.6 mph in April to 6.5 mph in July. 

New Madrid County contains 678 square miles with a population density of 29 per square mile. The 

Mississippi River flood plain covers the entire county with elevations above sea level ranging between 

325 and 295 feet. 

  

Drainage is a major concern in the county. Prior to 1927, local interests constructed the New Madrid-

Sikeston Ridge Levee to protect the county from flooding by the Mississippi River. By 1931, the 

setback levee was built creating the New Madrid floodway. The Little River Drainage District, formed 

in the 1920's by local property owners, was designed to drain the low land area west of the Sikeston 

Ridge.  Today all of the area west of the levee is protected from the 1% annual chance flooding (100 

yr. flood). Future updates will provide information for all jurisdictions. Source: BRPC Photo 

 

Form of Government 

 

 

                                                                                                                   

The county government primarily consists of the County Commission. New Madrid County operates  

as a second-class county. The county government has authority to administer county structures, 

infrastructures, and finances as well as a master plan, flood-plain regulations and storm water 

regulations. The three-member County Commission generally is the final authority on county issues. 

Elements of the above mentioned plans have been incorporated as mitigation actions in the 2010 Plan 

Update.  

Community Partnerships 

 

The county and its cities collaborate on numerous issues such as infrastructure, law enforcement, and 

emergency services. MoDOT and the county and cities collaborate concerning transportation issues.  
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Significant Cultural/Social Issues 

 

Public Awareness 

 

Media Relations 

 

The New Madrid Weekly Record is the official newspaper of New Madrid County. In addition, the 

Sikeston Daily Standard Democrat covers news in New Madrid and the surrounding areas. Both 

provide adequate coverage of planning issues such as natural hazard mitigation. One radio station, 

KMIS-FM, is based in New Madrid County. The Cape Girardeau broadcast media provides weather 

reports and warnings that detail specific cities and counties at risk. The complete list of media outlets is 

included below. 

 

Newspapers 

New Madrid Weekly Record 

Sikeston Daily Standard Democrat 

 

Television stations 

 

Channel 12, Cape Girardeau-CBS 

Channel 6, Paducah, KY-NBC 

Channel 3, Harrisburg, IL-ABC 

Channel 23, Cape Girardeau-FOX 

 

News releases are distributed by Bootheel Regional Planning Commission (BRPC) as the particular 

situation warrants. The media plan for increasing hazard mitigation awareness will be initiated 

through the appropriate local agencies as specific hazard seasons occur. At these times, residents 

are more attuned to receiving prevention information. Various prevention instructions from the FEMA 

website will be the main source of information to be disseminated through the media. 
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Demographic Information 

 

According to the 2000 U.S. Census, the median age of a resident of New Madrid County is 37 (83% 

are white and 52% female). The per capita income is $14,204, while the median household income is 

$26,826. Twenty-two percent of county residents have incomes below the poverty level. According to 

the Census data, 63.6% of people twenty-five years and older  have a high school diploma or better and 

9.6% have a four-year college degree or better. Sixty-six percent of residents own their own homes. 

The median value of a home in New Madrid County is $48,100.                                                                                      

 

Economy, Employment, and Industry 

 

Labor Force, Unemployment Rate 

                                                                                           

The 2000 U.S. Census reported the county had a labor force (workers sixteen and over) of  

8,660 or 57% of the county’s total population. Nearly 22% of the population, or 4,260 persons, were 

listed below the federal poverty level. The 2008 unemployment rate for New Madrid County is 8.5% 

compared to the Southeast Region of Missouri’s rate of 8.7%. Future updates will provide information 

for all jurisdictions. 

 

Primary Industries 

Besides being the top producer of soybeans, second in cotton and third in rice in the State of Missouri, 

New Madrid County's primary products are molten aluminum alloy, plastic products for the auto 

industry, wood frame components for furniture production, and genetically modified soybean seed. 

Employment within the county, as of the 2000 Census, consists of 25.2% manufacturing, 20.2% 

education/health/social services, 11.4% retail trade, 5.5% construction, and 4.7% government. The 

remaining 33% includes finance, insurance, real estate, transportation, public utilities, wholesale trade, 

and agriculture. 
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Access to Employment: In Commuting and Out Commuting 

 

According the U.S. Census, a third of the county's workforce commutes outside the county.  Census 

figures also indicate that 80% of those work in an adjacent county. Likewise, of the 38% of the jobs in 

New Madrid County taken by workers in commuting, 87% of them reside in an adjacent county.  

   

Codes/Regulations  

 

Missouri statutes give counties the option of establishing a Planning and Zoning Commission, with 

voter approval, and developing a master plan for the purpose of bringing about coordinated physical 

development in accordance with present and future needs. The Bootheel Regional Planning 

Commission completed the first comprehensive plan for development for New Madrid County in 1976. 

Since that time, New Madrid County has continually updated their comprehensive plan.  The county 

adopted their floodplain management ordinance in 1990. The floodplain manager is responsible for 

enforcing regulations.   

 

Existing Community Plans 

New Madrid County has a Comprehensive Master Plan originally adopted in 1976, which provides 

plans for the physical, social and economic development in their county. A Comprehensive Master 

Plan for a city or county differs from an Emergency Operations Plan. Comprehensive Master Plans are 

public documents adopted by local governments as a policy guide to decisions about the physical 

development of the community. The basic objective of such a plan is to provide local governmental 

leaders with a guide to meet the physical demands of their community or county such as zoning, 

adequate utilities, and plans for expansion. The following communities also have comprehensive plans 

and the date written: 

 Gideon-   1976   Howardville-  1981 

 North Lilbourn- 1981   Matthews-  1976 

 Parma-   1978   Portageville-  1978 

 Morehouse-   1977   New Madrid-  1978 

 Risco-    1980 
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New Madrid County also has an Emergency Operation Plan which differs from a Master 

Comprehensive Plan. The Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) is designed for the purpose of preventing 

or reducing the risk to people or property within the county as a result of an occurrence of a natural 

disaster; or, to provide assistance in case of a natural disaster.   The EOP designates county emergency 

leaders and spells out procedures and resources available in times of emergencies such as major ice 

storms, tornadoes or other natural disasters. Each community uses the county EOP with the exception 

of the cities of New Madrid and Portageville as they have resources locally to operate with their own 

EOP.  

 

Elements of both plans were reviewed and used as references for the development of the county hazard 

mitigation plan. The comprehension master plans for the communities provided information on 

facilities for shelter, availability of electrical power for county use in case of emergencies, and 

information on fire and police capabilities which was incorporated in Section III of the 2010 Updated 

County Plan. Elements of the EOP’s were reviewed and incorporated into the County-Flow Chart-

Chain of Command in Section III of the updated 2010 Plan. Information from the EOP’s ambulance 

services, location of hospitals, and advanced warning systems were the basis for more information in 

Section III of the county plan.  

 

Land Use Information 

 

The total land area of New Madrid County is 433,920 acres. Incorporated land areas encompass 

approximately 10,500 acres, leaving 423,420 acres of unincorporated land. According to the latest 

statistics from the Missouri Agricultural Service, 385,766 acres (91%) of the land area in New Madrid 

County is in farm production. With population growth rates remaining flat, there is no reason to 

believe this land use will change drastically. Future plan updates will provide information for all 

jurisdictions. The map below illustrates land use information in New Madrid County.  
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Development Trends 

 

Current Census information indicates that New Madrid County is experiencing a population decline. 

School populations in the county have experienced declines in the past five years. Growth of small 

businesses and family dwellings has decreased. Increases in business and industry are needed to stop 

the declining population in the county. Future updates will provide information for all jurisdictions. 
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Floodplain Management 

  

The county as well as each community has adopted floodplain regulations. As a result of the County 

Hazard Mitigation Plan adopted by the County, actions have been adopted to help minimize property 

damage due to flooding. Continued compliance and implementation of National Flood Insurance 

Program requirements to reduce flood risk within flood hazard areas have been adopted. The county 

continues to stress improvement of CRS scores by encouraging additional mitigation activities.   

Within these floodplain zones, new construction is required to have the proper elevation before being 

permitted.  

 

Wetlands Issues 

  

The topography, soils, and proximity to the Mississippi River are very conducive to formation of 

wetlands in New Madrid County.  However, due to the levee system and large drainage projects for 

agriculture purposes prior to wetlands protection legislation, only a few areas exist outside of the 

floodway and are minimal in size. The New Madrid Floodway contains approximately 11,659 acres of 

wetlands subject to backwater of which 6,186 acres are farmed. The remaining 5,473 acres of wetlands 

are predominantly forested, herbaceous, or open water. The map below documents wetland areas in 

New Madrid County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Source: Photo search.com                                          Source: BRPC photo         
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National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 

 

Listed in the chart below is a description of NFIP in New Madrid County. Participation in the 

NFIP is a basic requirement for funding under certain hazard mitigation grant programs. Those 

jurisdictions that participate in the program are listed as well as the actions or activities to maintain 

compliance with the NFIP or to improve the CRS scores.  

 

National Flood Insurance Program-Compliance-New Madrid County 

Jurisdiction Participate Actions for Compliance 
  Adoption and 

enforcement of 

floodplain 

management 

requirements 

Floodplain 

identification 

and mapping 

Provide Flood 

Insurance 

CRS activities 

New Madrid 

County 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Designated 

Floodplain 

Manager, drainage 

systems, 

coordinate county 

mitigation 

activities  

Morehouse Yes Yes Yes Yes Stormwater 

regulations 

Gideon Yes Yes Yes Yes Improved 

drainage 

Lilbourn Yes Yes Yes Yes Improved 

drainage 

Tallapoosa No     

Portageville Yes Yes Yes Yes Stormwater lift 

pumps, drainage 

New Madrid Yes Yes Yes Yes Stormwater 

regulations 

Howardville Yes Yes Yes Yes Drainage 

Canalou Yes Yes Yes Yes Drainage 

Risco Yes Yes Yes Yes Drainage 

Matthews Yes Yes Yes Yes Drainage 

Marston Yes Yes Yes Yes Drainage 

Catron No     

Parma Yes Yes Yes Yes Stormwater 

regulations 

N. Lilbourn Yes Yes Yes Yes  
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Environmental Concerns 

 

Hazardous material sites, from gas stations to various commercial and industrial sites, exist within the 

county. Natural disasters could precipitate a release of hazardous materials at any of these sites. No 

federal Superfund sites lie within the county. 

 

 

Endangered Species, Historic Properties/Districts, Archaeological Sites 

 

Endangered and threatened species within New Madrid County include the bald eagle, 

Swainson's Warbler, Interior Least Tern, Barn Owl, and Central Mudminnow (No plant species 

currently are listed for the county.)  

 

The Missouri State Historic Sites lists only one historic site in New Madrid County, the Hunter 

Dawson Home in the City of New Madrid. 

 

The Historic Preservation Office of the Missouri DNR lists seven archeological sites around the 

county. All of which have the locations restricted.  

 

Identified Assets 

 

This section provides a survey of existing fixed assets such as infrastructures, critical facilities, 

employment centers, commercial centers, and recreation centers as major factors in disaster mitigation. 

 

Inventory of Infrastructures 

 

Infrastructures include transportation, communications, water/sewer, electricity and natural gas, solid 

waste disposal, law enforcement, fire protection, emergency medical services, and emergency 

management. 
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Roadways 

Roadways continue to be the main source of transportation within the region to support the movement 

of people and goods. The Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) provides and maintains all 

federal and state roadways within the county while New Madrid County maintains more than 600 

miles (85%) of roadway in unincorporated areas. Roughly 85% are gravel roads. Incorporated areas 

maintain roadways within their jurisdictions. 

 

New Madrid County's major road network is I-55, a major north-south corridor that enters the county 

at Sikeston on the north and exits at Portageville to the south. There are two other minor east-west 

roads that run from Malden to New Madrid (US Hwy 62) and from Gideon to Portageville (State Hwy 

61). Each of these corridors is used by workers commuting to the major employers in New Madrid, as 

well as most of the agricultural products transported to the various Mississippi River terminals.  

 

Railroads 

 

The St. Louis/Southwestern Railroad operates a line running from Malden to New Madrid which 

primarily handles a large volume of coal which is used as fuel for the electrical generation plant at the 

St. Jude International Park. The Burlington Northern/Santa Fe runs from Sikeston and follows US 

Hwy. 61 south until it exits the county at Portageville. There is no passenger service offered in the 

county.  

 

Airports 

 

The New Madrid Memorial County Airport is located one mile north of Marston on Highway AD. It 

has 3200 feet of paved runway which accommodates small aircraft. The city of Gideon also operates a 

small airport on Highway 162 that is mainly used for crop spraying and other small aircraft. Access to 

commercial airline travel is in Cape Girardeau, approximately forty-five miles north on I-55.  

 

Public Transportation 

The Southeast Missouri Transit Service (SMTS), a public not-for-profit corporation, is the major  
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provider of public transportation in the county. Regularly scheduled routes between the small 

communities and the largest towns are provided, as well as door-to-door service for the elderly and 

disabled riders. The Dunklin County Transit System (DCTS) provides similar services for the 

communities west of Highway 153 in New Madrid County. Also, the city of New Madrid operates bus 

service within its city limits.  

 

Telecommunications 

 

 The following is a list of the major providers of the county's communications infrastructure:  

 

Telecommunication Service Providers 

Southwestern Bell 

BPS 

Wireless Communications Companies 

AT&T Wireless Services 

Cingular Wireless 

Sprint PCS 

Southwestern Bell 

Verizon Wireless 

Long Distance Carriers 

AT&T 

MCI 

Sprint 

                             

Internet Service Providers 

Numerous dial-up service providers 

Semo.net 

Television Communications 

KFVS-TV broadcast from Cape Girardeau, MO   

WPSD-TV broadcast from Paducah, KY.  
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KPOB-TV broadcast from Poplar Bluff, MO 

KBSI-TV broadcast from Cape Girardeau, MO 

Numerous satellite television service providers 

 

Inventory of Critical, Key, and Essential Facilities 

Sewer and Water Facilities 

 

There are currently five separate water districts serving parts of the unincorporated areas of the county 

and some small communities. Public water and sewer service is available within the cities of New 

Madrid, Portageville, Marston, Gideon, Lilbourn, Parma, Matthews, Morehouse, Canalou, 

Howardville, North Lilbourn, and Tallapoosa. All other areas not served by the water district have 

private wells and septic systems. 

  

Electricity and Natural Gas 

 

Ameren UE, Ozark Border Electric Cooperative, Semo Electric Cooperative, and Dunklin/Pemiscot 

Electric Cooperative provide electrical service to the county. Ameren UE and Atmos Energy supply  

natural gas service. The city of New Madrid generates its own electricity.  

 

Solid Waste Disposal 

 

Each community within the county either contracts with a licensed handler to provide trash collection 

or provides the service by city employees. Most waste is taken to transfer stations or directly to the 

landfill. The Bootheel Regional Planning Commission administers the Solid Waste program for the 

county.  

 

Law Enforcement 

The New Madrid County Sheriff’s Department includes the sheriff, one chief deputy, one investigator, 

and eight patrol officers. The department has mutual aid agreements with all incorporated areas of the 

county. Dispatching is located in New Madrid. 
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Emergency Medical Services 

 

The New Madrid County Ambulance District serves the entire county with fifty-one paid employees. 

The district provides advanced life support, with both EMT's and paramedics on staff. 

Medical control is through Missouri Delta Medical Center in Sikeston. Arch Air E Vac maintains 

twenty-four hour coverage throughout the county, with helipads located at Gideon, Parma, 

Portageville, New Madrid, and Matthews.  

 

Fire Protection 

 

There are eleven Fire Departments/Districts that provide fire service in New Madrid County with the 

following resources. 

 

These districts provide the following resources: 

 

New Madrid County Fire Protection Resources 

District Stations Vehicles * Personnel 

(Volunteers) 

Morehouse 1 3 12 

Gideon 1 2 14 

Lilbourn 1 1 10 

Portageville 1 3 36 

City of New Madrid 1 2 20 

Howardville 1 1 5 

Canalou 1 1 8 

Risco 1 2 8 

Matthews 1 3 20 

Marston 1 1 10 

Parma 1 1 12 

* Pumpers, Tankers, Rescue    Source: BRPC 
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Emergency Management 

 

All of New Madrid County has E-911 service. One PSAPS is located in the city of New Madrid with 

six EMD certified operators, and one PSAPS is located in Portageville with four EMD certified 

operators. New Madrid County, the City of New Madrid, and the City of Portageville maintain 

emergency operation plans. 

 

Information Restrictions 

 

Due to security concerns, underground utilities are not mapped in this plan. According to the Missouri 

One Call System, Inc. as of August 29, 2003, the following companies maintain underground utility 

lines within New Madrid County. The Missouri One Call utility location telephone number is 800-344-

7483. Listings of utility lines posing a possibly disastrous hazard include a contact telephone number 

for emergency personnel. The following companies have underground lines running through New 

Madrid County: 

 

  New Madrid County Districts: 

Ameren UE 

  AT&T Corp 

  Atmos Energy 

  BPS Telephone Company 

  Charter Communications 

  City of Gideon 

  City of Marston 

  City of Morehouse 

  City of Risco 

  Lightcore (DTI) 

  New Madrid County PWSD #1 

  Pemiscot-Dunklin Electric Coop. 

  SBC (Southwestern Bell) 
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  SEMO Communications Corp. 

  SEMO Electric Cooperative 

  Sikeston Municipal Utilities 

 

Inventory of Critical/Key/Essential Facilities 

 

Relevant facilities include medical facilities, schools, long-term care facilities, day care centers, and 

government structures. These facilities represent resources for care and shelter as well as populations 

requiring a higher level of care and installations critical to community services. 

 

Medical Facilities 

 

The nearest hospitals are located outside of New Madrid County. Emergency care is available at 

Missouri Delta Medical Center in Sikeston and at Pemiscot Memorial Hospital in Hayti.  

 

Physician offices and clinics within the county include the following: 

 ·    204 E. 3rd, Portageville, 1 physician 

 ·    New Madrid Family Clinic, 409 Mott St, New Madrid  

       2 full-time Physicians,  

 ·    615 Main St., New Madrid, 1 physician 

 ·    Portageville Family Clinic, 314 E. Main, Portageville, 

                  1 part-time physician 

 ·    Lilbourn Family Clinic, 211 Third St. Lilbourn, 

       1 part-time physician 

 ·    Portageville Primary Care, 712 N Hwy 61, Portageville 

       1 physician, 1 physician assistant 

 ·    Gideon Medical Clinic, 100 Main St. Gideon, 

       1 part-time physician 

 ·    New Madrid County Health Department, 406 Hwy. 61, New Madrid, 

       6 public health officials  
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The map below shows the location of New Madrid County School Districts. A discussion of the 

districts will follow.  
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Schools, Long-Term Care Facilities and Day Care Centers 

 

Approximately 2962 students attend school in New Madrid County. New Madrid County Central R-I 

School District serves all communities in the county with the exception of Gideon, Portageville, and 

Risco which have their own school systems. There are also small parochial schools in New Madrid and 

Portageville. New Madrid County Central system also has elementary schools in Lilbourn, Matthews, 

and New Madrid. Three Rivers Community College has facilities in Sikeston and Portageville. County 

school information is shown below. 

 

New Madrid County School Districts 

School Address Students 

Gideon Elementary 400 Main St. 183 

Gideon High School 400 Main St. 165 

Lilbourn Elementary  1 Lewis Ave.  295 

Matthews Elementary 206 Story 161 

New Madrid Elementary 955 N. Hwy. 61 326 

New Madrid Middle School 308 N. Hwy. 61 363 

New Madrid High School 308 N. Hwy. 61 499 

Portageville Elementary 904 King Ave. 401 

Portageville Middle School 902 King Ave.  166 

Portageville High School 904 King Ave.  245 

Risco Elementary 101 Locust 73 

Risco High School 101 Locust 85 

Morehouse Elementary 415 Beech 189 

Source: Mo Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

 

 

Three Rivers Community College has an off-campus facility at Portageville in New Madrid County. 

Listed below is information on that facility. 
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Source: TRCC photo 

 

Parochial Schools in New Madrid County 

School Address Students 

St. Eustachius  214 W. 4th, Portageville 76 

Immaculate Conception 560 Powell, New Madrid 49 

Source: BRPC 

 

PreSchool/Day Care Centers in New Madrid County 

 

Business Name 

 

Street Address 

 

City 

 

County 

 

Type of Care 

Total 

Licensed 

Capacity 

DAEOC Head 

Start 

Hwy. 61 Howardville New 

Madrid 

Preschool 

Program 

100 

DAEOC Head 

Start 

200 West Main Parma New 

Madrid 

Preschool 

Program 

20 

Mary's New 

Beginnings 

317 South Seventh 

Street 

 

Lilbourn 

 

New 

Madrid 

 

(FCC) Group 

Home 

 

20 

DAEOC Head 

Start  

801 King Avenue Portageville New 

Madrid 

Preschool 

Program 

40 

Country Kids 

Daycare 

 

101 South 3rd 

Street 

 

Lilbourn 

 

New 

Madrid 

 

Child Care Center 

 

20 

Sugar and Spice 

Day Care 

 

985 Ramsey Lane 

New 

Madrid 

 

New 

Madrid 

 

(FCC) Group 

Home 

 

20 

Smith's Daycare 8748 W. St. Hwy 

162 

Gideon New 

Madrid 

(FCC) Group 

Home 

17 

Source: BRPC 

 

 

The Portageville facility is located at the U of M 

Delta Center, 147 Highway T, in Portageville. 

Approximately 45-50 students attend per 

semester. Courses offered are general education 

in natural and can be applied to an Associate of 

Arts Degree offered by TRCC. Courses are 

offered through ITV and taught by adjunct 

professors.  
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New Madrid County Nursing Facilities  

Facility Address Beds 

Gideon Care Center 4th & Lumbeck  Gideon,  MO 74 

Sell Rest Home 609 S. Railroad St.  Matthews, MO 98 

Sikeston Health Care Hwy. 60 W.  Sikeston,  MO  100 

Beverly Health Care- New Madrid   1050 Dawson Rd.  New Madrid, MO 112 

Portageville Nursing Center W. Hwy 162   Portageville,  MO 60 

Source: BRPC 

 

Government-Owned Structures 

The chart below shows the location of county and city government centers, police stations, fire 

stations, ambulance bases, and the county's E-911 EOC. The following table and maps detail these 

facilities:   

New Madrid County Government Structures 

Structure Location 

New Madrid County Courthouse 300 Main St.  New Madrid, MO 

New Madrid City Hall/Police Station 560 Mott St.  New Madrid, MO 

New Madrid Fire Station 560 Mott St.  New Madrid, MO 

Catron City Hall/Police Station Main St.  Catron, MO 

Lilbourn City Hall/Police Station 203 N 3rd. St. Lilbourn, MO 

Matthews City Hall/Police/Fire Stations 100 W. Main Matthews, MO 

Morehouse City Hall/Police Station 113 E. Beech St.  Morehouse, MO 

Howardville City Hall/Police Station Hwy 61 Howardville, MO 

Marston City Hall/Police/Fire Stations 209 E. Elm Marston, MO 

Parma City Hall/Police/Fire Stations 205 S. Broad St.  Parma, MO 

Risco City Hall/Police/Fire Stations 201 Front St.  Risco, MO 

Portageville City Hall/Police/Fire Stations 303 E. Main St.  Portageville, MO 

New Madrid County Hwy Department Hwy U.   New Madrid, MO 

New Madrid County EOC 300 Main St.  New Madrid, MO 

Source: BRPC 
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Inventory of Large Employment, Commercial, and Recreation Centers 

 

Large Industrial/Commercial Centers 

 

There are several manufacturing plants located within the county. These plants employ a minimum of 

fifty employees. The table below also includes the retail and commercial centers:  

 

New Madrid County Industries, More Than 50 Employees 

Company Name Product City  # Employees  

Noranda Aluminum  New Madrid 1100 

Associate Electric Power Plant New Madrid 234 

Riceland Rice Milling New Madrid 100 

Flying J Travel Center Retail Matthews 75 

T/A Truck Stop Retail Matthews 68 

Monsanto Ag Seed Matthews 51 

Rowe Furniture  Wood Framing Morehouse 110 

Plastene Plastic Portageville 150 

Kontek Concrete Buildings New Madrid 85 

Source: BRPC 

There is one Industrial Park in the county as well as one Port Authority; these are adjacent to the 

Mississippi River, just east of Marston.  

 

Recreation Facilities 

 

New Madrid County provides a full range of recreational opportunities and activities for its residents 

and visitors. Most of the county’s incorporated communities provide city parks for its residents. The  

parks may include playground equipment, picnic shelters and benches, walking trails, ball fields, and 

tennis courts. A country club with golf course is located in New Madrid. Civil War historians will find 

several areas of interest such as Ten Mile Island.  Public lands that can be used for hunting, fishing, 

trail riding, picnicking, bird watching and hiking include Donaldson Point Conservation Area, John L.  
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and Georgia Girvin Memorial Conservation Area, New Madrid Bend Access, and St. Johns Bayou 

Access. The Mississippi River which forms the eastern boundary of New Madrid County provides 

visitors with recreational opportunities. (See New Madrid County Parks and Recreation Map) 
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Inventory of Housing Structures 

According to the 2000 census, there are 8,600 housing units in the county with an occupancy rate of 

91%. Sixty-six percent of housing units are owner-occupied with an average household size of 2.5 

occupants. The median value of a home is $48,100. Seventy percent of the housing units are single 

occupancy, 16% mobile homes, and the balance in 2-4 unit complexes. Fifty percent of the housing 

units were constructed prior to 1970, which indicates the average house is thirty years old.  

 

New Madrid County Housing Inventory 

Housing Types # Percent 

Single Family 6,183 71.9% 

Multi-Family 1,025 12% 

Mobile Homes 1,366 15.9% 

Misc.  26 2% 

Total 8,600 100% 

Source: US Census 

 

City/Town/Village Profiles 

 

The tables below provide a comparison of characteristics within New Madrid County: 

Canalou 

 

Total population     348 

Classification Village     Fourth Class 

Median household income    $21,250 

Total housing units     134 

Housing unit, median year built   1970 

Median owner-occupied housing value  $26,100 

Master plan      No 

Emergency Operations Plan    Yes 

Zoning regulations     No 
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Building regulations    No 

Subdivision regulations   No 

Stormwater regulations   No 

Floodplain regulation   Yes 

Water service     City 

Sewer service     City 

Electric service    Ameren UE 

Fire service     City 

Ambulance service   County 

 

 

Catron 

 

Total population     68 

Classification City    Fourth Class 

Median household income    $21,250 

Total housing units     42 

Housing unit, median year built   1975 

Median owner-occupied housing value  $18,800 

Master plan      No 

Emergency Operations Plan    No 

Zoning regulations     No 

Building regulations     No 

Subdivision regulations    No 

Stormwater regulations    No 

Floodplain regulations    Yes 

Water service      Private Wells 

Sewer service      Septic Tanks 

Electric service     Ameren UE 

Fire service      Parma 
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Ambulance service     County 

 

Gideon 

 

Total population     1,113 

Classification Village      Fourth Class 

Median household income    $22,208 

Total housing units     463 

Housing unit, median year built   1960   

Median owner-occupied housing value  $32,400 

Master plan      No 

Emergency Operations Plan    Yes 

Zoning regulations     No 

Building regulations     Yes BOCA 

Subdivision regulations    Yes 

Stormwater regulations    Yes 

Floodplain regulations    Yes 

Water service      City 

Sewer service      City 

Electric/Gas service     Ameren UE/Atmos 

Fire service      City 

Ambulance service     County 

 

Howardville 

 

Total population     342 

Classification Village     Fourth Class 

Median household income, 1999   $9,671 

Total housing units     156 

Housing unit, median year built   1975 
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Median owner-occupied housing value  $30,600 

Master plan      No 

Emergency Operations Plan    No 

Zoning regulations     No 

Building regulations     No 

Subdivision regulations    No 

Stormwater regulations    No 

Floodplain regulations    Yes 

Water service      Water District 

Sewer service      Water District 

Electric/Gas service     Scott/Miss. Coop./Atmos 

Fire service      City 

Ambulance service     County 

 

Lilbourn 

 

Total population     1,303 

Classification City    Fourth Class 

Median household income, 1999   $23,512 

Total housing units     573 

Housing unit, median year built   1970 

Median owner-occupied housing value  $39,900 

Master plan      No 

Emergency Operations Plan    Yes 

Zoning regulations     No 

Building regulations     Yes 

Subdivision regulations    No 

Stormwater regulations    Yes 

Floodplain regulations    Yes 

Water service      City 
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Sewer service      City 

Electric/Gas service     Ameren UE/Atmos 

Fire service      City 

Ambulance service     County 

 

Marston 

 

Total population    610 

Classification City    Fourth Class 

Median household income, 1999  $20,375 

Total housing units    310 

Housing unit, median year built  1975 

Median owner-occupied housing value $28,700 

Master plan     No 

Emergency Operations Plan   No 

Zoning regulations    Yes 

Building regulations    Yes    

Subdivision regulations   No 

Stormwater regulations   No 

Floodplain regulations   Yes 

Water service     City 

Sewer service     City 

Electric/Gas service    Ameren UE/Atmos 

Fire service     City 

Ambulance service    County 

   

 

Matthews 

 

Total Population    605 
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Classification Class    Fourth Class     

Median household income, 1999  $28,083 

Total housing units    272 

Housing unit, median year built  1970 

Median owner-occupied housing value $52,500 

Master plan     No 

Emergency Operations Plan   Yes 

Zoning regulations    Yes 

Building regulations    Yes   BOCA 

Subdivision regulations   Yes  

Stormwater regulations   Yes 

Floodplain regulations   Yes 

Water service     City 

Sewer service     City 

Electric/Gas service    Ameren UE/Atmos 

Fire service     City 

Ambulance service    County 

 

Morehouse 

 

Total population     1,015 

Classification City    Fourth Class 

Median household income, 1999   $24,932 

Total housing units     498 

Housing unit, median year built   1960 

Median owner-occupied housing value  $23,700 

Master plan      No 

Emergency Operations Plan    County 

Zoning regulations     Yes 

Building regulations     Yes  BOCA 
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Subdivision regulations    Yes 

Stormwater regulations    Yes 

Floodplain regulations    Yes 

Water service      City 

Sewer service      City 

Electric/Gas service     Ameren UE/Atmos 

Fire service      City 

Ambulance service     County 

 

 

New Madrid 

 

Total population    3,334 

Classification City    Fourth Class 

Median household income, 1999  $27,422 

Total housing units    1421 

Housing unit, median year built  1975 

Median owner-occupied housing value $57,400 

Master plan     No 

Emergency Operation Plan   Yes 

Zoning regulations    Yes 

Building regulations    Yes   BOCA 

Subdivision regulations   Yes 

Stormwater regulations   No 

Floodplain regulations   Yes 

Water service     City 

Sewer service     City 

Electric/Gas service    City/Atmos 

Fire service     City 

Ambulance service    County 
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Parma 

 

Total population    852 

Classification Class    Fourth Class  

Median household income, 1999  $18,804 

Total housing units    381  

Housing unit, median year built  1965  

Median owner-occupied housing value $26,200 

Master plan     No 

Emergency Operations Plan   Yes  

Zoning regulations    Yes 

Building regulations    Yes 

Subdivision regulations   Yes 

Stormwater regulations   No 

Floodplain regulations   Yes 

Water service     City 

Sewer service     City  

Electric service    Ameren UE 

Fire service     City 

Ambulance service    County 

 

Portageville 

 

Total population    3,295 

Classification Class    Fourth Class 

Median household income, 1999  $26,729  

Total housing units    1403 

Housing unit, median year built  1965 

Median owner-occupied housing value $60,200 

Master plan     No 



New Madrid County Hazard Mitigation Plan-Five Year Update                                                                            Section 1                              

 49 

 

Emergency Operations Plan   Yes 

Zoning regulations    Yes 

Building regulations    Yes-BOCA 

Subdivision regulations   Yes 

Stormwater regulations   Yes 

Floodplain regulations   Yes 

Water service     City 

Sewer service     City 

 Electric/Gas service    Ameren UE/Atmos 

Fire service     City 

Ambulance service    County 

 

 

Risco 

 

Total population    392 

Classification Class    Fourth Class  

Median household income, 1999  $26,827 

Total housing units    174 

Housing unit, median year built  1960 

Median owner-occupied housing value $30,500 

Master plan     No 

Emergency Operations Plan   Yes 

Zoning regulations    Yes 

Building regulations    Yes 

Subdivision regulations   Yes 

Stormwater regulations   Yes 

Floodplain regulations   Yes 

Water service     City 

Sewer service     City 
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Electric service    Ameren UE 

Fire service     City 

Ambulance service    County 

 

Tallapoosa  

 

Total population    204 

Classification Class    Village 

Median household income, 1999  $14,375 

Total housing units    87 

Housing unit, median year built  1973 

Median owner-occupied housing value $20,000 

Master plan     No 

Emergency Operations Plan   No  

Zoning regulations    No 

Building regulations    No 

Subdivision regulations   No 

Stormwater regulations   No 

Floodplain regulations   Yes 

Water service     County 

Sewer service     City 

Electric service    Pemiscot/Dunklin Electric Coop. 

Fire service     Risco 

Ambulance service    County 

 

 

North Lilbourn  

 

Total population    95 

Classification Class    Village 
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Median household income, 1999  $11,563 

Total housing units    54 

Housing unit, median year built  1970 

Median owner-occupied housing value $12,500 

Master plan     No 

Emergency Operations Plan   No 

Zoning regulations    No 

Building regulations    No 

Subdivision regulations   No 

Stormwater regulations   No 

 Floodplain regulations   Yes 

Water service     Lilbourn 

Sewer service     Lilbourn 

Electric service    Pemiscot-Dunklin Electric Coop. 

Fire service     Lilbourn    

 Ambulance service    County 
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